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SWF seeks active male for partnership in 
adventure, 35 to 45, must share leads and 
trail breaking, must own vehicle—but not 
as primary residence. 

 raditionally, outdoor adventur-
ers have resorted to tried-and-
true methods to meet potential 

romantic partners—like sliding into 
singles chairlift lines, laying sleeping 
bags next to sweaty strangers in alpine 
huts, and placing notes on bulletin 
boards—“have full rack, seeking big 
rope gun.” But these days, more and 
more outdoor lonely hearts are turning 

Thanks to Internet singles groups, it’s easier than 
ever to meet the outdoorsy love of your life

Surfing for Ms. Right

if they can actually do them together.”
Although she met her partner through 

a generic dating website, Calgary’s “Sally 
Stumpjumper” set being active as a 
high priority. “My profile said, ‘This is 
my lifestyle, you have to be as keen and 
excited about it as I am,’ ” she says. “I was 
loving my life, but it’s that much sweeter 
when you are with someone you can 
share your passions with.”

Both Toronto-based Meet Market 
Adventures and Montreal’s Bougex 
believe being active is such a priority 
that dating should be the bonus. Each 
company organizes activities and events 
for singles ranging from kite skiing to 
whitewater rafting. 

“We’re not involved in dating or 
matchmaking,” says Sam Gruszecki, 
Meet Market’s director of strategic 
operations. Rather, they make it easier 
for people who share the same interests 
to meet, he says. “It’s got the weeding-out 
process cut down.”

Bougex co-founder Christian 
Larouche says members do hook up, but 
the company is not specifically a dating 
service. “The first interest is in the activ-
ity. If people meet, that’s great, but it’s 
not the goal.”

Bougex attracts busy single and 
divorced professionals with comfortable 
incomes, and the majority of them par-
ticipate in activities up to an intermedi-
ate level. 

“The [elite athletes] are already orga-
nized, they have their own community, 
their own equipment,” Larouche says. 

Or maybe they still prefer leaving 
notes on the corkboard. 

		            —Lynn Martel

to the world of on-line dating. 
One of the biggest dating sites for 

active people is FitnessSingles.com. 
Serving Canada and the U.S., it features 
profiles in which people get to rate their 
abilities in different sports. 

“We want our singles to have some-
thing in common, to be able to go to the 
gym or hiking hopefully at a compatible 
level,” says Chris Mattioli, co-owner of 
FitnessSingles. “We believe people who 
are active want to stay active, that it’s an 
important part of their lifestyle. When 
two people date, there’s so little time to 
do active things they like to do, it’s nice 

Singles sites
» fitness-singles.com

Profile composition 
offers an extensive list 
of activities, including 
cross-country skiing, 
backpacking, ice climb-
ing, yoga, mountaineer-
ing, rock climbing and 
mountain biking, all rated 
according to preference 
and skill level. This site 
also provides extras, like 
being able to view pro-
files of those who peeked 
at your profile. 

» meetmarketadven-
tures.com

With the focus on the 
activities it organizes, 
dating is a possibility, but 
not the goal. Membership 
is free, and activities are 
offered on a pay-as-you-
go basis. Launched in 
June 2000, it now has 
55,000 members. Most 
events attract a mix of 
newcomers and repeat 
participants.

» bougex.com

The French-language 
Montreal-based site 
plans to launch in English 
in fall 2007. Bougex 
organizes 3,500 activi-
ties and events annually 
for its 135,000 members, 
ranging from snowshoe-
ing to sailing weekends 
to African safaris. For 
$25/year, members can 
post their own activities 
and trips.

» singlehorizons.com

A Toronto-based site 
offering an extensive 
array of activities, rang-
ing from indoor volleyball, 
horseback riding and 
llama trekking to guided 
cycling tours of the Niag-
ara wine region. Operates 
not as a dating site, but 
as a hub for people to 
make new friends.

» meetup.com

Not geared toward 
outdoorsy singles, but 
it allows members to 
search for and join groups  
made up of people who 
share almost any kind 
of interest imaginable: 
whitewater rafting, Great 
Lakes travel, Labradoo-
dles...You can create your 
own group or ask to be 
notified when new groups 
that fit your interests 
pop up in your area.
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